INTRODUCTION
Until recently, only a single species in the subfamily Philopotaminae was known from Brazil, Dolophilodes (Sortosa) sanctipauli Flint 1971. In 2003, a second species, Dolophilodes (Sortosa) marinonii, was described from Brazil by Almeida & Duarte. Flint acknowledged at the time of its description that D. sanctipauli was distinctly different from other species in the subgenus Sortosa, which has a substantial radiation of 20 species in Chile. The 20 new species from Brazil described in this paper suggest that the philopotamine fauna of Brazil is as diverse as that of Chile. Most of these species have been collected in relatively pristine headwater springs, streams or small rivers, and it is likely that additional species remain to be collected in similar habitats, perhaps many more species. All of the new species from Brazil share similarities to the two described species from the region. The distinctiveness of these species has opened the question of their proper generic placement.
